PROTECT OUR FARMLAND
Say NO to PROPOSED 950 Acre Solar Project
In Northern Vanderburgh County

NO

INDUSTRIAL
SOLAR FARMS

https://saynotobluegrasscreeksolar.com

WHAT’S HAPPENING? =

o Proposed 950 acre industrial solar project-Orion Bluegrass Creek Solar Farm-Northern
Vanderburgh Co.

« Surrounding some residents & family farms along Volkman, Old State, Baseline, and Petersburg
Roads for up to 50 years

« Proposed on viable farmland -10 out of 12 leasing properties are owned by non-Vanderburgh Co.
residents & leased to local farmers.

WHAT’S AT STAKE?
A Major Loss in Local Food Production
Land currently grows corn, soybeans, & wheat, supporting people and livestock. 950 acres of
corn can yield approximately 176,700 bushels annually- 5.3 million bushels over 30 years to:

* Feed 212,000+ Americans

* Feed 106,000 head of cattle

* Produce 14.8 million gallons of ethanol
Much of this land is producing 200—-280 bushels/acre, far above the 2023 county average of
186 bushels/acre-even if it's not labeled “prime.”

Family Homes & Farms Under Threat
« Generational family farms and homes surrounded on multiple sides
« Displacement of leasing farmers- 10 of the 12 leasing landowners are not farmers
« Concern around damage and debris caused by strong storms/tornadoes
« Concern around damage caused by possible fires related to such a large solar project

Flooding, Soil Erosion & Infrastructure Damage
« Water runoff issues with non-participating landowners
« Possible road damage from heavy equipment during construction
« Safety issues due to heavy equipment and local school traffic (Scott, North Jr. NHS)
« Water quality risks from runoff to cisterns & wells in home with no access to city water

THE LONG-TERM COSTS

Industrial, Not Agricultural
* NOT personal-use solar, industrial utility- Power is not guaranteed to stay in our community.
* No projects of this size have been decommissioned. Can it be done safely?

Money Isn’t Worth the Loss
» These projects offer short-term money, but destroy long-term food security.

This Is a Growing Trend
» Solar companies are targeting farmland where landowners aren’t the farmers.

BETTER LOCATIONS FOR SOLAR

* Reclaimed coal mining land « Brownfields + Commercial & Residential rooftops
Why is Orion Solar offering payouts for farmland instead of those alternatives?
Placing these 12ft tall panels infrastructure on well cared for ground & plugging into an existing
substation is, “a more economical option.” In summary-easier & cheaper.



WHAT YOU CAN DO

to REJECT THE ORION SOLAR PROJECT:

1. Tell Vanderburgh County Commissioners

jelpers@vanderburghgov.or

Amy Canterbury- acanterbury@vanderburghgov.org

Mike Goeble- mgoebel

Justin Elpers

vanderburghgov.or

Visit SayNoToBluegrassCreekSolar.com (information, upcoming meetings & events)

2. Join our community movement:
[ ]

Support educational events, speak at meetings, and share this flyer

TAKE ACTION NOW
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