
  
Important concerns about the Orion Bluegrass Creek Solar Project, a proposed 
950 acre industrial solar farm in Scott Township of Northern Vanderburgh 
County, located between Old State Road and Interstate 69. I strongly oppose this 
project for several serious reasons: 
  
- The land values of all people who own property close to this massive project 
may be negatively impacted.  We know that technology quickly changes and at 
some point, this solar farm will become obsolete and what will happen then?  The 
cost to remove all the metal and panels on over 950 acres would be astronomical 
and although Orion says they will take care of the cleanup, we have strong 
doubts.  Who is to say that Orion will even be in existence when this happens or 
that they will even be the owners of the project?  As far as we know, Orion has 
been in business over 20 years and as of yet, has never decommissioned any of 
their projects. Even though Orion will tell you that they have allotted money to 
one day take out the panels, it is highly doubtful that it will be enough to bring the 
land back to its current state (if it is even possible). 
 
- But more importantly, all adjoining properties get their water supply from 
cisterns and wells (there is no city water), and because these solar projects have 
never been decommissioned the possibility of harmful chemicals leaching into 
the land and their water supply over time from all the metal and energy that is 
produced is very real. This probably won’t be an issue that rears its head during 
my lifetime, but would certainly be an issue for our children and grandchildren. 
Will their children and grandchildren see an increase in cancer or other health 
concerns because of the leaching of chemicals? 
 
- Besides the concerns above, several adjoining properties would have solar 
panels on several sides of their house, or worse yet, all around them.  I’m 
absolutely sick about this for them.  Who would possibly want this? 
 
- Many of my neighbors and our Immanuel family have young families and are 
part of generational farming.  These farmers have many concerns about the 
chemicals and water run off that could negatively impact their livelihood.   
   
I implore you to do what you can to deny this California based company to come 
into our community and irreparably damage our farm ground. 
  
I appreciate your time and willingness to help.  
  
With gratitude, 
 
 
 
 
* 



General Concerns: 
- The solar farm will become obsolete as technology changes 
- Should the technology become obsolete, no one will be held accountable 

to remove all the metal and concrete and to take down the solar panels, 
and the money set aside to do this may not be enough or appropriated 
elsewhere throughout the years. 

- We are experiencing more and more storms, high winds and tornadoes 
that can damage solar panels, the debris of which will scatter on 
neighboring land.  Neighbors will be financially on their own for clean up.  

- Some day when the solar farm becomes obsolete, the ground may be 
unusable for growing crops due to heavy metal leaching into the soil and 
top soil being removed 

- Neighboring landowners face diminished land values because of their 
proximity to the solar farm. 

- When they go to bury the lines with the easement, it is taking valuable 
land from neighboring landowners and farmers that vehemently oppose 
the project. 

- When they start the project, there may be years of our roads being torn up 
from heavy equipment, affecting all residents who live along the route. 

- The solar farm will be planted with native grasses and other plants that will 
be mowed twice a year, inviting pests and rodents 

  
Farming Concerns 

- Run off of water causing the adjoining farms to potentially have crops 
washed away and contend with “wash outs” of their land. 

- Farmers who currently rent the ground that is earmarked for the solar farm 
are being displaced. 

- Heavy metal leaching into the land and the ability to produce healthy 
crops. 

- With the political climate being as such, the US might find itself in a 
position that we may have to produce enough food to feed our 
nation.  Farmland will become invaluable.  There is a good chance that the 
land used for solar farms may not be able to be restored to crop 
production for many, many years do to loss of top soil and harmful 
chemicals in the ground.  

 


